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Little Red

Virginia Argarate

| was born on the plains, literally in the
Pampas, The forest of 'my childbhood
i o plice of tningination stirred by
children®s * literature, This lterature
came from Europe, shaping the conlours
of a world that we could see depicted in
the iMstrations of ‘books, and laver In

In 'the forest, the father sbandoned
Hansel and Gretel, the home of the
three “bears was invaded, Sleeping
Beauty entered hér dream of near
dedth, Little" Red Riding Hood was
chiased by the evil wolf, ‘and in the
forest, the three little pigs learned their
lesson of responsibility, terrified by
trendy pedagogical spirit, the forest was
the' scene 'of important lessons in my
childhood.

I' leamed from Hansel and his sister
how to ' endire obandonment and
cruelty with stoic patience and strategic
intelligénce. From Sleeping  Heauty,
I'learned the secret to attracting the
bandsomest man in town: wait in
silence ‘and without resistance so that
my mikeup doesn't run unfer the
effects ol erving and fear.

In ‘the forest, & hunter killed Bambl's
mother! Watching this scene—! Was §
years old—1 experienced, for the first
time, the pain of loss,
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I encountered the forest through

that ecame from Europie,
becoming part of our first storybooks—
those that, at the age of 3, 1 recited by
hm-:htﬂmmdtummmhﬂm
them Lo me.

The power of those illustrations and my
imagination shaped my childhood ides
of the forest,

The forest is the terdtory of the
unknown—the place where, unlike
my home or the village where | live,
anything can  happen. The forest
embodies unpredictability.

Ofcourse, later came other tales of fairies
and good elves, and in more modem
times, the Smurfs taught us to live as 3
family, respecting and TECOENIzing each
other's talents (and flaws),

Nonetheless, the image of the forest
from my early childhood was not that of
a safe place for me.

I must admit that 1 am not the tvpe
of adult who, like my brother, dreams
of sleeping under a sky of stars in the
forest or of building a cabin to spend my
days there, venturing into the nearty
town every two or three weeks,

I can enjoy the lorest, fall in love with
the trees, the roots, and the dew on the
lotus flowers of the swamp.

Leansit in silence for long hours, playing
& game to guess what is hidden behind
every tree and under every bush,
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Géartnerei

Ursula Ledolier

lch wuichs in einer Glirtnerei suf und hin
in dritter Generation Girtnerin,

Schon als Kind hall ich den Eltern ung
Grofieltern bei vielen gartnerischen
Arbeiten.

Swi es beim Versorgen der Pllanuen oder
dem Setzen von Blitenstauden und
Baumen,

Besonders  germe . fuhr  ich  jedoch
mit, wenn Girten besichtigt - und
Grundstiicke genau erkundet wurden.

Mein  Vater und GroRBvater nahmen
bereits dort ihren Skizzenblock zur
Hand und geichneten mit wenigen
Strichen die vorhandenen Biume unid
Straucher.

Zubause wurden diese Skizzen ergingt
und fertige Gartenpline entstanden,

Beim Arbeiten im Linelschnittvertaliven
erinnerte ich mich gerne an  diese
schine Zeit und zeichnete den Baum
wie mein Vater und GroBvater,
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Garden Center

| grew up in a market garden and am §
third-generation gardener,

Even as @ child, | helped my parents

and grandparents with many gardening
biasks,

Whether it was taking care of the plants
or planting Howering perennials and
frises,

However, | particularly liked going with
them when gardens were visited and
properties were explored indetail.

My father and grandfather would take
out their sketchbooks and draw the
existing trees and shrubs with just a few
PP

AL home, these sketches were added to
and finished garden plans were created,

When working with the Hnocut cut
methad, | londly remembered this
beautiful thme and drew the tree like fy
father and grandfather,

Mastration: Ursula Ledolier
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1 am ene of thase who walks lookig
‘down. So @s mot to stumble. So, to
entangle mysell with wide open eves
in my own thoughts. | get tangled in
forest is tangled
at my feet. And | walk and walk, | walk
attentively and :
and carelesdly at the same time.

wirlges angd privilepes a8 loge Tiee

gener
It dovingly  stimulates - lﬁh"ﬂ-’l.&
Muur-ugwmﬂr

sky. | miss the proview of what is o
come and the trectops playing at giving
ot giving permission to the sunlight

My forest s mostly a forest of roots,
leaves, fungi, insects, stones, -dew,

streams: and swamps. o #n intricate
Mmdw
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nmitten eines kleinen Gartens in der
“Irnmenstadt von Graz hat gich erst vor
:_: W -“_1 :'
Fan hat mit mir eine hotanische Runde
‘durch unsere Nachbarschaft gemacht,
ir war bewusst, dass es Maulbeerhiume
lin der Stadt ﬂ einen davon kannte
H\,h HHW b

-ﬁth anmdm
‘Maulbeerbaum ist, sein Wuehs, man
hat das Gefiihl es wilchst nicht gegen
den Himmel, wie sonst die meisten
P‘ﬂmam. eswndwt I'ml,

Er ﬂﬂ'ﬁ* wie WM ﬁl.'ll!r
m Cder a0 elnem

'h der Heinrichstraite
wiichst, ist sicher ein paar hundert Jahre
geteilt, es schaut so aus als hitte er zwei
erzihite, war, dass der Maulheerhaum
auch das Geschlecht wechseln kann.
Das Blatt hat eine Herzform und ist
auch besonders robust, dunkelgrim,
wundergchiin, Zuhause angekommen
hube  ich die Geschichte des
Maulbeerbaumes nachgelesen, er wird
oft als Lieheshaum bezeichnet, Ich habe
mich Wﬂm duntm kﬂmuﬂ
mm&mm
haben wir auch die Frilchte des Baums
gekostet, die schwarzen” Maulbeeren,
haben sehr unterschiedliche Rottone,
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pnmﬂvirg light and darkness, sounds

and touch
smacking, slurping soil

lurking wilderness
converting light into energy
pumping fuel into my cells
colour into my leaves
producing oxygen

In the forest

averything is breathing

in symbiosis

foating

taking in water fram the soil
In the forest

1 encounter

my growth

into my hody

my eyes

mY ears

my mouth

my hands

my heart

birdsongs of delight

I m

my roots

| encounter

sounds

openly floating water

In the forest

.m_
8

my nose
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